Proteolytic modification of laminins: functional consequences.
The laminin family contains a number of complex, multi-domain proteins that participate in a large variety of biologic processes. Limited proteolysis has been utilized extensively as a tool with which to determine laminin structure/function relationships. In addition, proteolytic modification of laminins may occur as a component of heterotrimer assembly and secretion, or may follow incorporation of mature laminin into the extracellular matrix. Conversely, laminin binding to cellular receptors may also influence proteinase expression. This review will highlight specific examples to demonstrate the functional interplay between laminins and proteinases in the regulation of laminin structure and function as well as in the subsequent control of proteinase expression.